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Imagine...

You're an elected official serving on a committee that sets the standards cars must meet to

pass the mandatory annual inspection.

You know that this is a complex issue, and you'd like to learn more about existing policies, the
effects of emissions on the environment and on public health, the economic consequences of

different possible approaches, and more — you want to make an informed decision.

But you don’t have time to research all of these issues...

N

[
VRIJE —

UNIVERSITEI GHENT 7&\Flanders

[INIVFRSITY State of the Art




United Nations University Uni
Institute on Comparative Regional Integration Studies nited Nations University

nstitute on Corr arative Regional t tion St
P Vi 34 lIn egration S
titut: t n Studies

Y United Nations University
P OLIC B R‘ E F P o L Institute on Comparative Regional Integration Srudics
No. 07, 2023 ICYB R ' E F

Interregional Human Rights Cooperation On POLICYBR\EF

Between the European Union and Latin Sh € Year Lf’:lter : What Lessons R
America and the Caribbean: S ﬁUld Policymakers and Youth Participation at the
Challenges and Opportunities cholars From the EU Draw From Internet Governance Forum

Maria Martins R u SS ia’ .
s Invasion of Ukraine?

Fabienne Bossuyt

Highlights Introduction

Relations between the European Union (EU) and Latin Highlights
America and the Caribbean (LAC) are multi-dimensional
(trade, political cooperation, security, environmental,
human rights, etc.), and they are characterised by multi-
faceted cooperation channels (Gratius 2012, Sanahuja 2015;
Dominguez 2015). A prominent example of this complexity
is the EU-LAC cooperation in the field of human rights, as

it does not only take place at the bilateral and interregional
levels but also in multilateral forums (i.e., UN Assembly, UN First of all

Human Ryghts Council). However, cooperfmon in thls‘ﬁeld enEagem , for §cho[ars like myself who st

has remained vastly unexplored, as there is a predominance 10 s entwith the post-Soviet region udy the EU’s

ofa monothematnc dlscus;non l.ﬂ the inter-regional and bi- OVer[Ole(;nerged from this war is that w) O:e orucial lesson
\ateral summits on the ratification of trade agreements, such For to ed the agency of the so-called i @ have for too long
as the ongoing EU-MERCOSUR (Southern common Market) 0 long, we have been preocci ?d m'_betWeen countries
negotiations (Luciano 2022, Ayuso et al. 2018; Haider and gh the prism of EU-R upied with looking at the )
Batalla 2020). ussia competition over their

Correcting Assumptions
Highlights e

The Lnted Mations Secrecary-General’s (L NG} sion 37 the
fuure v glubal Locperabiur s presen.ed if U Our
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Loer barce yoult cngagemer Ly o Luke “uuie ger sratons
e dcsan . in polisy desisions (Lricd NeLicns, 2027
rAdi-ionally, ©he TuropRan Urior (FL)and the hesncimtion of
ey boasl Asiar Naors (ASEANY have: madu yould sontral
+r ~hair engagemart aganda by declarira 2057 as the y2ar of
AN, 2082, Europear commission, 20221

The In-err et Gavenarce FrrumilaGFi-a multistakshalder

obse: ; od; an i

ign OrSSded with the agency of the EU d(;n doing 50, we were Jizlogue platorm held ur der Jhe auspices g the LM - 1sm
This is not only due to interest in facilitating inter-regional ed the agency of th c-an Russia, and fat: sk uriqnue pesition M he azpacair which youth csn lasrm
S — € countries situat ally quep

trade, but it also reflects the fact that trade is an area where Sla. ated between the FU about ard partcipdie In Jiscussiors on Intermet EOVENAr L

the European Commission has notable autonomy to negotiate
and advance EU-LAC relations. Thus, the discussions of
inter-regional EU-LAC relations are sensibly influenced and,
consequently, it becomes more difficult to further investin
other areas of cooperation, such as human rights.

and dewslop il vapscily L9 B dipaLuin i prucesses Fal
ead o J=cision-making. The aF spaceis evolving, however,
and dscussions regardivg bow L impreve e G and
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summitontrelr formation SoCiey, 26053, yoLth wha are
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You need a policy brief.
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What is a policy brief?

* A communications tool that gives context to a problem and recommendations to non-specialists
» Concise, stand-alone document focused on a single policy topic

» Written in plain, straightforward language - avoids academic jargon

* Distils and summarises key research findings

* Draws clear links between research and policy initiatives

* Short format, ideally 2-6 pages

* May use visual aids like charts to highlight data

* Translates complex research into accessible, actionable advice

» Targets policymakers to inform decisions and initiatives

~
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Who is a policymaker?

» Government ministers
* Members of parliament
» Special advisors

* Civil servants
» key people, as it all starts with them

» Political parties
» Parties have research groups

 Think tanks

* Anyone who makes strategic decisions
* Principals of schools
 Board members
* Union leaders
* Business executives

~
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So, how do you do it?

Four main points:

* Purpose
 Audience
e Content

e Structure
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Purpose

To raise awareness about a specific problem, identify potential policy solutions, and provide
concrete recommendations.

» Be clear about your stance from the start:
* This Is the issue
* This how urgent it is
* If you follow my (expert) advice, | can help you fix it

» Define what you would (realistically) consider a win.

Everything in your policy brief should be in service of the purpose, so be sure to write it out at
the start of the journey.

Ask yourself often throughout the process — am | still working towards the goal?

~
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Audience

Your goal with a policy brief isn’t to reach everyone, it's to reach a specific group of people,
sometimes very small in number.

Defining your audience is perhaps the most important step:

* Who will be reading it? Where do they work”? Which policies have they been involved in

Creatlr)?g recently”? Which events have they been to/spoken at recently? What is their dog's
name”

* Write with them in mind. It is a luxury in academic/policy writing to know exactly who
should/will be reading, so use this advantage.

* How detailed is their knowledge of the subject?
* How much authority do they have to dictate the policies you're targeting?

Everything in your policy brief should be in service of the purpose, so be sure to write it out at
the start of the journey.

~
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Content

Results of two surveys of around 500 US and UK policymakers found that policymakers find
much scholarly work inaccessible.

They want researchers to write in plain language.

Long reports are not useful — hence the need for policy briefs.

N
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Content

Guiding principles: clear, succinct, focussed

Effective policy briefs contain the same key elements and similar structures:
» an executive summary/highlights

* an introduction

* an overview of the research or problem

* an examination of the findings

* a concluding section that provides policy recommendations

N
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Content

Title
A good title is crucial to capture the interest of your readers.
It should immediately communicate the content of the brief in a memorable waly.

Base it on the main idea and include key words.

N
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Content

Executive Summary/Highlights:

» Every policy brief should open with a short summary.

* This overview should be engaging and help busy readers quickly understand your
argument.

* An effective executive summary/highlights should condense the essence of the brief down
to a few sentences.

* The executive summary/highlights should always appear on the cover of the brief or at the
top of the first page so that it is the first thing a reader will see.

* |t can be helpful to write the executive summary/highlights last because you will gain clarity
on its content as you draft the other sections.

~
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Content

Introduction

* The introduction should set up the rest of the document and clearly convey your argument.

* |n one or two paragraphs, define why you are writing the brief and express the urgency and
importance of the topic to your audience.

* A good introduction should contain all of the relevant information for your argument.
» Describe the key questions of your analysis and your conclusions.

* The goal is to leave your readers with a clear sense of what your research is about while
enticing them to continue reading.

A good test: Read your introduction out loud to a person who is not familiar with the topic
you're writing about. The person should then be able to repeat the main purpose of the brief -
what is this brief about and why it is important.

~
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Content

Research Overview

* This is one of the most important sections of the brief because it explains the reasoning

behind your policy recommendations. In effect, this section describes the problem that your
policy recommendations intend to solve.

* Provide a summary of the facts to describe the issues, contexts, and research methods.
Focus on two main elements: the research approach and the research results.

* Research approach: explain how the study was conducted, who conducted it, how the
data was collected, and any other relevant background information.

* Research results: paint a general picture of the research findings before moving on to the
specifics.

* Avoid jargon and overly technical language.
* Focus on highlighting the benefits and opportunities stemming from the research.

~
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Content

Research Findings

» Should interpret the data in a way that is accessible and clearly connected to your policy
advice.

» Use active language.
* Be convincing, yet ensure that your analysis is balanced and fair.
» Clearly and comprehensively explain the findings and limitations of the research.

 Relate to concrete realities instead of abstract, theoretical constructs, so the reader will
have a clear idea of the potential effects of policy initiatives.

~
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Content

Conclusion and Recommendations

* Draw the link for your readers between the research findings and your recommendations.
* |Implications: “What | show above is X, that is why we need Y.”

* These can be in paragraphs or bullet points, but should always be numbered.

* You want your readers to be completely convinced that yours is the best advice.

* Think of the conclusion and recommendations as a mirror to your introduction: you are once
again providing an overview of your argument, but this time you are underlining its strength
rather than introducing it.

~
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Design

Text is not enough. We need to be visually stimulated.

Good design can keep the reader engaged.
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Design

Titles and Headers

» Titles are reference points and lead the readers

» Use subheadings or headings to break up the text and highlight each section's main topic.

 Make headings more interesting with active verbs.
* Ask questions in headings to make readers curious.
» Keep headings informative but concise.

~
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D es I g n POLICYERIEF | No. 06, 2023 >

would provide critical information and raise awareness on
the perceivad risk to certain seawsad specias in the wild.
The listing of these species, would, therefore, hap sunport
protaction measures, athough the long-term manitaring and

=
I n fo rm at I o n B Oxes accurats epecies identificatinn tonls needed ta camy aut thess
IJCH assessments is often lacking.

What conservation measures exist for other
marine species and their habitats?

Numerous examples exist globally of species being over-
fished/harvested to extinction or near extinction. Long-

|}
I h I I b k th t t d term clata sets, collected pradominartly through Saheries
e S e VI S u a y re a u p e CO n e n a n manitaring prograrmmes, suggest that worldwids, cver ons-

thire! of fizh stocks have Besn harvestec beyond Biclogically

- = I sustainable limits. Thess datzaets hzve zlzo provided
I l I l p rove rea a I I y_ the evidence to support the introduction of national and
internaticnal regulatary framewarks (e.g, to protect high
risk fizsh stocks}. For many species, howaver, particularly
marine invartebrates and seaweeds, the lack of baszline
distribution data and long-term barvesting records, mean
Lhal trzcking any dzcling in stocks through over-harvesting
is Lypically only done gl Local of regional scale. For example,
Lhe while gbaone was over-barvested Lo nzar-extinclivn on

They should be:
* Brief

» Descriptive

* Engaging

* Action-focused

MPA/ Industry Overlap

Figure 2. Spazal distribution o7 areas whgre Maring Protected Areas (MPA) and the seawead Industry overlap, as markea ir yellow,

Source: Mallingon et ol {unpublshed data).

BIRUSSEL LINIVERSITY State of the Art
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Design

Graphics/Standout Quotes
Serves many purposes:
* Reinforces your argument

» Highlights key information
 Catches the attention of skimmers

Use different visuals depending on your audience

Include captions for photos, to explain the content to the reader and make things more
personable

N
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POLICYBRIEF | Na. 086, 2023

Suchauma, Gractaropsis and Grasilari, Undaks land-Lasged
plant production systems, sezwzed cultivetion requires
minifal fartilisers aac no frashwatzr inpus, Seaweecs zan
be cotured lrom shigllow nsarshore wal= up Lo ene of

Kileretres cllshicors, eittier in moncoullure or wilhi alhier
mearitire activizies, such as Tnfich aguazulture or renewshble
wind ensrey. The sustainakle cu tivation and harvasting of

(]

Wild seaweed communities, however, are suffering acute
declines in regions where they have been historically
abundant. Te date, seawaeds appsar te have damoenstrased
ahiph cegres ol r=siliencs o cialurbance cus Lo Lheir 3al
wrowthratss and Ireguent recruilimenl, in Sompanson Le
other manne foundation species such as carals, whith
hawe much slower growth rates. Nevertheless, kelp forssts
in parsicular aee prodicied to

lg= up Le 1% < Wtheir current

Wild seaweed stocks and seaweed cultivation, shigtnlohountentlin ACE

E.0 202 amission scenario by
therefore, offer a nature-based, carbon neutral DOME: S I )
and climate resilient solution to climate change, Ceclines they are already facing

through overharvesting for focd,

ecosystem restoration and food security. S SR AIS NS Phe sadiard

geaweeds can recuce poversy and generate wealth in cogstal
comimunities, [t can also restore ecosysiems degracec by
entrephicstion through nitrogen and phosphoris optake.
=oredample, astudy in China showsc Lhal the seawesd
aguasollere incdoslry removec approsmately 7ok lonnss

of nitropen anc 9.5k tonnes o phospharug annualy, which
wiven the current growth rate. is precicted 1o remove close

o 700% of anthrepegonis phospherus inpots by 2004, Social
acceptance “or scaweed cu divation ig, therefors, typiczlly high
compared with ather forms ol acuact lture.

o
P

s 00

1 Seaweed Industry Nations
I Aquaculture

- Wild Harvesting

Il Both

aguaculturz incusiry with new
slock, coupled with oo tbrealks of
pests and diseases and othar climaze-dnvan impeacts, Despize
ther ecelopical and economic impoertance, these communities
receive minimasl o ne prezection threogh policizs or egislation
slobally.

This policy brief highlights the challenges facing wild
seaweed stocks globally and provides recommendations
to incentivise their protection worldwide. Thoar
recomendatizng will help to ensure that the szaweed
industry has access Lo highey diverse wild stocks from which

Figure 1. Zparizl diztraution of the Zlaba. seswsed industry Nstions with seawees irdustr es sre mnsried indark grey, thos2 with seawsec an soulurs areas

hig-ligared in a-arge, with wild hasvesticg in lignr alue oo with both i dark bl.e

Source; allinson et al, (unpubisi-ed daza)

Seaweed farmers returning thelr ha-vest to shose in Malaysia. #roto: P-E Lim/University of Ma.aya

1o cevelop new cultivars and can improve the long-term
resilience of wild sLocks Lo climate change and olher human-
‘nduced threats. They also promete seaweed habitats as
areas In the ocean, which can provide a nature-based sclution
0 ccean restoration within the ocean economy agenda and
function as a key contributor to the UN Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development (2021 - 2030},

The decline of wild seaweed stocks and the wider
consequences

Wild seaweed stocks provide both direct and indirect
benefits to the surrounding environment on both a range
of spatial and temporal scales. These benefits nclude:

) the provision of nursery habitats and food resources for

a multitude of species including commaercizally valuable fish
anc crustaceans, 1) the remaoval of dissolved nutrients, i) the
arotection of underlying seabed and adjacent coastal shores
through the mitigation of wave action and iv} the provision of
arich genetic diversity of gpecies, wh'ch can provide a source
of naw cultivars for the seaweed aquzculture industry.

These wild seaweed stocks and their wider ecosystem
services, however, are under increasing threat from direct
and indirect anthropogenic activities, Phys'ological and
ecological responses to climate change and other stressors
are being increasingly seen. This is particularly the case in
the tropical cultivated seaweeds, which are showing a greater

susceptiblity to disease, pests and invasive non-"ndigenous
species. Seaweed-deminaled ecosyslems are also shifling
poleward, retracting or even disappearing worldwide. These
threats, however, are not being addressec in many countries,
since baseline species check-lists, consistency in the naming
of seaweeds by the industry anc the routine monitoring of
wild seaweed stocks is minimal 'f oresent at all. The under-
reporting of wild seaweed harvesting glebally has also led o
& lack of international awareness regard'ng the extent of the
problem. This ultimately threatens the long-term future of
the seaweed aguaculture industry and the critical ecosystem
services provided by wild seaweec stocks,

Global conservation status of wild seaweeds and
their habitats

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species is an authoritative
tool in biodiversity conservation, which is used to assess
the risk of species extinction. Whilsl Lthe IUCN criteria are
intended ¢ be objectively applicaale to all species of plants
and animels, particular challenges are found in applying these
to seaweeds (see Did You Know box). The Red List, however,
remains a useful tool in the conservation tool«it due toits
wice global acceptance and objective approach, Applying
the IUCK criteria e vulnerable seaweeds (e, wild seaweed
stocks identified as being cver-harvested), for examgle,

cris.unu.edu
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Over to you, Nidhi.
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Seven points towards enhancing the effectiveness of translating research into actionable policy advice
Or/and translating research results into policy advice:

1. Effective Communication: Summarize research findings in clear, accessible language through policy briefs
to facilitate understanding and action.

2. Stakeholder Engagement: Collaborate with policymakers and community partners throughout the research
process to ensure relevance and increase adoption chances.

3. Implementation Science: Use implementation science methods to design studies directly applicable to
real-world policy contexts.

4. Mixed-Methods Approaches: Combine quantitative and qualitative data to comprehensively understand
policy implications, capturing outcomes and experiences.

5. Timing and Relevance: Align research with current policy priorities and provide timely evidence to enhance
the likelihood of uptake.

6. Building Relationships: Foster ongoing relationships between researchers and policymakers to facilitate
knowledge exchange and improve research adoption.

7. Considering Context: Account for the specific political, social, and economic factors influencing the adoption
of research findings in the policy environment.

~

VRIJE
UNIVERSITEN GHENT /( Flanders
[INIVFRSITY ( State of the Art




United Nations University
Institute on Comparative Regional Integration Studies

POLICYBRIEF

No. 09, 2024

Forging Sustainable Green
Hydrogen Regional Alliances:
Uruguay’s and Germany’s Path to
Equitable Energy Security

Ricarda Leske, Tamara Avellan and Nidhi Nagabhatla

Highlights

Introduction

Green hydrogen is widely regarded as a key solution in

the climate change debate and is positioned as vital to
significantly reducing carbon dioxide emissions by 2050.
Produced using renewable energy and water, green hydrogen
acls as a zero-emission energy carrier and plays a crucial
role in decarbonizing challenging sectors such as transport,
industry, steel production, and fertilizers. Green hydrogen
represents a critical component of the global transition to
sustainable energy, with distinct strategies emerging across
different regions.

On the one hand, Germany needs Lo import green hydrogen
Lo meet its growing energy demand, as domestic production
potential is limited. This creates a significant gap that must
be filled through bilateral energy partnerships. Germany
introduced its first official federal hydrogen strategy in 2020,
positioning itself as a global leader in the green hydrogen
economy. This strategy focuses on expanding hydrogen
infrastructure, developing legislative mechanisms, and
promoting green hydrogen production and usage to secure
future energy supplies. On the other hand, Uruguay aims to
position itself as a green hydrogen exporter and integrate
green hydrogen into its domestic energy mix. Uruguay's

Green Hydrogen Roadmap, initiated in 2018, outlines a plan to

leverage the country’s renewable energy capacity to develop

United Nations University
Institute for Envircnment and Human Security

POLICYBRIEF

No.15, 2024
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Ecosystem-based approaches
for integrating disaster risk
reduction, climate, land and
biodiversity goals

Yvonne Walz, Lisa Hartmann, Sally Janzen, Jack O'Connor, Fabian Rackelmann, Marisol Estrella,
Chawanangwa Nyirenda, Sandra Amlang, Kristin Meyer, Iria Touzon Calle, Veronica Ruiz Garcia,
Dorsa Sheikholeslami, Jeroen Jurriens, Heidi Tuhkanen, Irfan Magbool, Nidhi Nagabhatla,
Johann Georg Goldammer, Nathalie Doswald, Karen Sudmeier-Rieux

Key recommendations

Leverage ecosystem-based approaches as entry points
to align policy objectives and address multiple goals
of the Rio Conventions and the Sendai Framework

simultancously and effectively

Ecosystem-based approaches can contrnibute to the specific
goals of the Rio Conventions and the Senda Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction (hereafter Sendai Framework). Each
Convention has certain goals targets, tooss and processes
where ecosystem-based approaches could be emphasized,
and their use has been explicitly encowraged in specific
targets and decisans related to the Rio Comventions and the
Serdal Framework. There = a need for enhanced collaboration
among the Rio Conventions and the disaster risk reduction
comemunity, to align existing policies and frameworks across
sectors and to mainstream multi-goal-onentad, ecasystem-
based approaches in natonal and local-level policy and
planning. This can sgnificartly reduce programme costs and
ncrease effectiveness at the same time

Promote and apply integrated spatial planning tools

geograghec areas or landscapes. A forward-lcolong strategy
to address muitiple goals usng ecosystem-based approaches
n strategic and project-based development planning
mvoives apolying imegrated spatiad planning tooks, which
can be u=ed n terestral, inkand water, coastal and marine
ecasystems, Geospatial data (on disaster risks, ecosystem
health, vulnerability, sxposure and impacts) enable the use of
ndicators ta track progress under the different Canventions
and the Sendal Framework. Such data can also support

more transparent and inclusive decision-making processes,
by recognizng and integrating diverse knowledge systems,

noiudng indigencus and local knowtedge

Bring science on board to plan and implement multi-
goal-oriented, ecosystem-based approaches

Scentific evidence has shown that ecosy=tem-based
approaches can be implemented more efficently when
ntegrating muitple goals and obgectives (for example
disaster sk reduction and biodversity conservation). This
can avord unintended consequences such as reduced water
A'-mlabs.f’.‘, changes in the compastion of bbodiversay and
adverse ivelihood cutcomes. Mult-hazard nsk assessments
and scenano planneng, and collabarations such as the Soence
8ased Targets Initiative, can ensure that actions are targeted
and that they consder the potential trade-offs between
multiple goals. Research efforts to addeess data gaps and

unu.edu/ehs
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Ensuring the Sustainable Future of the Rapidly
Expanding Global Seaweed Aquaculture
Industry - A Vision

imm

N

Highlights

1. This policy brief highlights key challenges that must be addressed for the
long-term sustainability of the global seaweed industry, ensuring its role in
providing nature-based solutions within the sustainable ocean economy
agenda and in contributing to the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development (2021 - 2030).

2. Seaweed production has grown rapidly over the past 50 years. It currently
accounts for over 50 % of total global marine production, equating to ~35
million tonnes. In 2019, the industry’s total value was estimated at USD 14.7
billion. The seaweed value chain supports the livelihoods of approximately é
million small-scale farmers and processors, both men and women, many of
whom live in coastal communities in low- and middle-income countries.

I
!

3. The aquaculture sector is increasingly interested in seaweed because of its
potential for greater use in food, food supplements, animal feed, fertiliser and
biostimulants, and in alternatives to fossil fuels and their derived products, such
as plastics. Its cultivation can help restore degraded environments, increase
ocean biodiversity and mitigate the effects of climate change and coastal
acidification by capturing carbon and other nutrients. In low-, middle- and high-
income countries, the seaweed industry has a wide-ranging potential to
address the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in particular, SDG 14
(life below water), SDG13 (climate action), SDGé (decent work and economic
growth) and SDGS5 (gender equality).

4. The global seaweed industry, however, faces significant challenges. For
future sustainability, improvements are urgently needed in biosecurity and
traceability, pest and disease identification and outbreak reporting, risk analysis
to prevent transboundary spread, the establishment of high quality, disease-
free seed-banks and nurseries and the conservation of genetic diversity in wild
stocks.

5. These improvements require technological innovation, capacity building
and effective gender-responsive and co-ordinated policies, incentives and
regulations. They will need to enhance occupational safety, whilst increasing
the industry’s resilience to the impacts of dimate change and production
hazards, such as pest and disease outbreaks. To align with the SDGs, particular
attentions will need to be paid to small scale farmers and processors to ensure
that the globalisation of seaweed aquaculture supports the development of
sustainable, resilient and inclusive livelihoods.




United Nations
Climate Change

C V United Natior
Baku \{\Cly Climate Chanc

s Azerbaijan N\ L
'rf"‘—,"‘., / \ X
| mff.-?jf*_ﬁ Vl/< :\Q) United Nation ’r+-’v‘l‘$r“"
| %f:fg‘:{"*f COP 28UAE \\I‘Q C k‘y Climate (| S Fﬁ‘fl@‘fj COPZ
| o> i D& =Lhange B ot
]

NN

VRLIE HHH

UNIVERSITEIT GHENT 7&\Flanders

[INIVFRSITY State of the Art




Drought and Distress:
Unveiling the Mental
Health Impacts of
Droughts

7 December 2024; 132001 4:00 AST

Blue Zone - Restorstion Pavilion
UNCCD COP16
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Thank you!

adunn@cris.unu.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrew-dunn-/

nnagabhatla@cris.unu.edu

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nidhi-nagabhatia
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